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1 THE LAST 


"AMPARTIALLY CONSIDER. 


{© AR Sin Bert, welcome 
to Town. — I heard of 
your Arrival but late laſt 


Webs, or had prevented the favour you do me. 


by paying you the firſt Viſit. 
Sir Brit. Ceremonies are ſuperfluous 8 


Friends, Sir Tewnly,—befides, to confeſs the 
Truth, my Journey to London and to you in 


particular, was chiefly inſtigated by a Motive 
of Self-Gratification,— we, in the Country 
have been kept ſtrangely in the dark, as to po- 


ſuch and ſuch things have happened, but the 
Meaſures by which they were attained, and the 


1 A R LIAM K NT. 


| litical Affairs we are told in the Groſs, that 


Ay - End 


(4) 

Ead propoſed by them are carefully concealed, 
the 1 — ews-Papers, ſuch of them at 
leaſt as are to be ſent into the Coun- 
try, are ſtuffed with the moſt monſtrous Ab- 
ſurdities and palpable Contradictions, ſo that 
they only ſerve to puzzle inſtead of informing 
the Mind; and I would fain know the real 
Truth of our Situation, and what it is we are 
to hope or expect will be the Conſequence 
of ſome late Management. 

Sir Town. As to that Sir, never was better 
Management in the World ve are incon- 
teſtably the happieſt Nation under the Sun ; 
ue have every thing we can wiſh' for, * 
more than we can ever hope to enſoy. 

Sir Brit. I ſhall be heartily glad you can 8 
it appear to be ſo,—you know I declined being 
a Candidate for a Seat in Parliament, at the laſt 
Election, becauſe I had fo few Opportunities 
of doing ſervice to my Country in the pre- 
ceeding one; and if this has preſented you 
with more, ſhall take no ſmall Satisfaction in 
congratulating you upon it; but Sir, I muſt 
be ſo plain as to tell you, that I fear the direct 
Contrary will be found ona very little Examina- 
tion, —elſe why are all the heavy Grievances ſo 
many Vears complained of, not only ſtill con- 
tinued, but others no leſs inſupportable, added 
to the Load P SE 
Sir Town, O Sir Briton, one would i imagine 
you were but juſt rouzed out of a four or five 
Years Nap—why all theſe things are quite out 
of Doors at this Time of Day ;—if you 
were to make ſuch a r in a Public * 

ouſe, 


(5) 


| Houſe, you would be looked upon as a Jace. 


bite :—no body now ſo much as thinks of 
Grievances. I tell you we are at preſent, the 
moſt eaſy contented People that ever was: 
we do nothing but Dreſs, Feaſt, Sing, Dance 
and Play; run from one Pleaſure to another 
from Morning to Night, and ſometimes all 
pp hon ot ton wins, 7 vob gem 
Sir Brit. This indeed I am very inclinable 
to believe ;—but pray Sir, give me leave to 
aſk you before I proceed to any farther Queſ- 
tions, how ſuch a gay galloping way of Life 
agrees with the Character of a Senator? or 
this Indolence and Inactivity in the Buſineſs of 


the Nation, with the Promiſes you make to 


your Conſtituents at the Time of your Elec- 
tion? did they not give you their Votes on 
Condition you ſhould uſe your utmoſt Endea- 
vours for the Good of the Country in ge- 
neral, and for that Part of it in particular, 


of which you have the Honour to be a Re- 


preſentative ? How then does it anſwer the 
xpectations of the Honeſt Freeholders, who 
committed their all to your Truſt, or is it 


conſiſtent with your own Profeſſions, on re- 


oeiving that Truſt, for you to laviſh away in 

idle Pleaſures that precious Time which ought 
to be devoted — to their Service? 
© Sir Town. Sir you are extremely wrong in 
your Notions of theſe Matters, — the Plea- 
ſures you are fo ſevere upon, do not at all 
hinder, nor even interfere with the Grand Bu- 
ſmeſs of the Nation; few of us are abſent 
when we know any material Point is to be 


4 — ** * ft 
* 


diſcuſſed, 


(6) 
diſcuſſed, that is, we come time * to 
give our Aſſent or Negatives according as we 
are directed, which I think is as much ag 
ought to be required of us; for I appeal to 
yourſelf, if it would not be unreaſonable to 
expect a Gentleman, who can find ſo many 
better ways of killing Time, ſhould fit yawn- 
ing for I know not how many Hours together, 
to hear a long Debate maintained concerning 
2 Point, which he is well nen. . * 
Fate of beſorehanld. 

Sir Brit. Aye? by what gw pray do you 
attain this extraordinary Gift of | Foreſight? 

Sir Town. I proteſt Sir Briton, you talk like 
a Man that had not ſat in Parliament for half 
a Century: ſure it is impoſſible you can be 
ſo ignorant as you pretend, — do you not khow 
that every Thing of Conſequence is decided 
before it is ever brought into the Houſe.— 
that there are ſome few leading Men, who take 
the whole Care upon themſelves, and all the 
Arguments againſt a Queſtion they have deter- 
mined to carry are no more than for Form- 
Sake, except by an inconſiderable Number, 
who are either diſaffected or counterfeit being 
ſo, in order to oblige * Miziſter to buy theta 
off at any rate. 

Sir Brit. Nay, 1 agree with. you that dne 
1743, in which I think Oppoſition was ſuc- 
ceeded by Broad-bottomry, the word Patriot iſin 
is become a perſect Jeſt, and the Profeſſion 
of it almoſt ſcandalous ;—but Sir to what is 
this Depravity of Principles, this ſhameful re- 
Rounding all Honour, Conſcience and Publick- 

5 Spirit 


1 

Spit, owing,/ Sfnetto theOppreſitonsand Lux? 

y.of the Times? the one has proved but too 
fad 4 Conſequence of the other, and both have 
brought on a third yet worſe Conſequence, 
which is that Degeneracy I ſpeak of: ſo that 
the whole Body of People, ſome very few 
lnſtances excepted, may be ſaid to be like a 


Fellow I once knew, who being robbed' of the 


beſt Part of his Money, ſpent, the reſt in get- 
ung Stink, at an Alchouſe, . afterwards 
dir — Yau nidke! 11 a ſcurvy - Compli« 


merit to the People of great Britain, in, wehte 


byithits Compariſon, 11! 

Sir Brit. It is to their ovens: Actions, not 
my Ul- nature, they are indebted for it. 
Icommiſerate however, more than condemn 
thoſe. of the meaner Sort, whoſe want of E. 
ducaiion, and perhaps Capacity, renders them 


but too apt to- imitate the We n wp | 


thoſe above them. 

Sir Town, Nay, Sic Bedding ** you mean on 
the Score. of Corruption, as I think you juſt 
now ſcem'd to hint at Term; it is rather the 


Example of the meaner Sort, which gives a 


| Sanction to thoſe above them. — You 
cannot deny but that the loweſt F Ulow: in Life, 


i qualified to give his Vote at an Election, 


ſells it to that Candidate who bids moſt, with- 
out any regard to the Uſe he may afterwards 
make of the Truſt repoſed in him; ſo that 
a Member of Parliament being obliged: to pay 
lomezimes largely enough for his Seat in the 
, he cannot * be! blamed for * 

e 


al Sy * 


| £2 i 8 * 
aden ben of it, 
has a Right to diſpoſe of the Commodity he 
has purchaſed with his Money; and I do not fee 
any Reaſon” why a good Place, Penſion, or 
even theo Preſent of a Brace of Thouſands 
| ſhould not be acceptable to one of us, as the 
leſſer Premiums we Walton are to our 
OConſtituents. 4 

Sir Brit. Ah, Sir Townly, r Rinkins 
might be alledged to ſhew there is a wide Dif- 
ference between you in this Article, as well as 
to prove that all kinds of Vice deſcend gra- 
dually from the greateſt to the loweſt of the 
* till the Practice of them at laſt be. 
comes @Faſhion:; but there are ether Matters 
which more demand my Attention at Preſent. 


Il would fain have ſome Particulars relating 


to your own Conduct a little explained: - you 
muſt own I knew your Father well, his Mo- 
ther was an Oldmode, and he was conſequently 
my Relation : we were intimate, and no Man 
was better ' acquainted with his Principles 
and Circumſtances than myſelf.— I am confi- 
dent he would have ſuffered his Right Hand to 


have been cut off, rather than have ſtretched 


it to receive the Hire of any dirty Job.— He 
left you in Poſſeſſion of a fair Eſtate, unin- 
cumbered with Debts, Mortgages, or Portions 
for younger Children; you had no Occaſion to 
make a Merchandize ot your: Voice, however 
you might imagine yourſelt authorized to do it, 
nor to cringe for a Place, Penſion, or any Pre- 
ſent in the Power of a Miniſter to beſtow :— 
> ng wanted no Favours, either for yourſelf or 

: any 


as every. Man certainly | 


= _ 5 A. a. Ot 2 
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any hate to you; yet Tam IP) from 
very good Hands, that you have conſtantly voted 
with the Court-Party, and fallen as readily in- 
to all their Meaſures as the moſt indigent Re- 
preſentative of a little Dee could have 
dopant © _ 
Sir Town.” 1 did a all the eliladten 1 
keep company with were on that Side, and 90 
bad no Mind to be particular. . 
Sit Brit. Then you gave a blind Aﬀent/ 
without ever examining into the Merit or 
Uullity of the Thing propoſed. AGE? 91 — 
| Sir Town, T always bated Trouble. 
Sir Brit. Then I muſt tell you Sir, that his 
| Indolence is no leſs fatal to the Conſtitution 
than Corruption itſelf, and I know not if in 
ſome Reſpects it may not even be more blame- 
able, ſince it leaves the Perſon greys of it no | 
Shadow of an Excuſe. 41 Toi - 
Sir Town. Why Sir Briton, 1 don't ſappoſe 
the Miniſters would nr any thing that” aw 
not Right. 1329 | 
Sir Brit. Tis poſſible they would not, 21 * 
not going to arraiga either their Integrity or 
Wisdom, ' tis by the Event of Things both 
muſt be proved: but Sir, I think you ought 
not in Affairs in which the Property of Mil- 
lions are intereſted, and on which the Glory 
and Happineſs of a whole Nation hangs,” de- 
pend on meer Suppofition, —=all Men are fal“ 
lible, the very beſt and greateſthave been found 
lo, and is it not an Indication of mean ſpirit- 
edneſs, if no wotſe, for thoſe who by their 
Function are joined —_ in Councel and 
in 


(0%) 


in Power with themſelves,” to ſubſeribe indiſ- 
criminately and without Examination. Mat- 
ever they Mall propoſe ‚ 

Sir Towne Sure, SirBritog, you fornod tht 1 
told you the Fate of. every Bill in Parliament 
was determined previous to its being brought 
into the Houſe, therefore to what Purpoſe 
Would it be, to make any Scrutiny: into the 
Merits of it.—Noſes are counted, and a 
Majority always ſecured, — tis true, as ſaid be- 
ſote, there is ſometimes a Diviſion; but it is no 
more than a kind of State Artifice, to amuſe 
ſuch ſpeculative Perſons as yourſelf, and huſh 
the Clamours of ſome without Doors: for 
Care is taken that How ſtrong ſoever the Oppo- 
ſition may ſeem, there ſhall be one caſting 
Vote at leaſt on the Side of the Court. 

Sir Brit. The more Shame for them who 
ſuffer their Noſes to be counted. 3 4671 

Sir Toumn. Piſh, what Gentleman would 
run the Hazard of being ill- looked upon in 
the Drawing- Room, — pointed at in all pub- 
lic Places, and in fine, render himſelf obnoxious 
to the polite World, by incurring the odious 
Arpellation; of a Jacobite or a. Republican. 
Sir Brit. And is that the Conſequence of 
making Uſe of one's own Judgment, and vo- 
ting according to one's Conſcience ? 

Sir Town, When they happen ta diſagree 
with thoſe of the ſuperior Powers. 
Udir Brit. Why then Sir I muſt tell you, I ſee 
no manner of Difference between a. Paris Par- 
lament, and ſuch a one. as you ws 46 a 
have no o Patience to think on it,. — ——accordivg 

43 1 | om "BO 


(n 


to this Proceeding one Part of the Leg Qiture | 


is entirely funk, and when the Subſtance is 


gone, I think the Form of it may as well be 
ſo too, and laid aſide with the Tugtante of on a 
Lord Mayor's: Day 11 es D 


Sir Toren. You talk — Fas Sir . = 


Sir Brit. Not at all Sir, an Aſſembly Which 
ſubſcribes to a Blank, may as well be no Aſſem- 
at all. let the Vill of whoever -ſhall 
wear the Crown be abſolute Law for the Fu- 
ture, ſince thoſe who by the Conſtitution, are 


empowered to ſet limits to that Will, are re- 


ſolved to conform to it in every Thing. — there- 
fore I ſay down with the Houſe of Commons, 


let St. Stephens Chapel be appropriated 


for ſome more laudable Purpoſe, Abd a Meets | 


ing-Houſe for Tories. 8 
Sir Town, What do you mean! by 3 


Sie Briton? you cannot think us Tories? 


Sir Brit. Sir I will prove you tg have acted 


on the ſame Principles. two of the 


moſt notorious of them you openly profeſs; 
which are Non-Reſiſtance and paſſive Obedience; 


and if you add not that too of Divine, Inde- 


feqſible, Hereditary Right, it is only becauſe it 


does not at preſent happen 0 tally! with the 


former. f SEP þ 1 £4 


Sir Town, n A Sir, Tories! 1 take it 
very ill of YOU, — 
Sit Brit. You may be as angey as OW; vicals, 


but I ſhall always continue to give you that 


Name; while you enten to walk in the 


lame Steps. TY 


Sir Town, Sir you are a Tory yourlelf 


of Beit ic fac 5 Sn. 


| Cm} 
Sit Brit. I defy you to make me appear one, 
* am a Whig Sir Townly, an Old Wig ; and 
know how to pay a due Reſpect to the Crown, 
without infringing on the Rights of the Sub- 
ject .I am for preſerving the Conſtitution 
- inviolate, and will never give my Conſent for 
facrificing Liberty to Prerogative. a 

Sir Town. You cannot be ſo unjuſt as to al- 
ledge that the Prerogative, either in the Per- 
ſon of his preſent Majeſty, or his late Excel- 
lent Father has ever been ſtretched to the Pre- 
judice of Liberty, or made the leaſt Incroach- 
ment on the Rights of the People. | 

Sir Brit. There was little Neceſſity for any 
king to render himſelf unpopular, while there 
was a Houſe of Commons ready to do the 
Work for him, if he were ſo inclined to- com- 
mand; and if neither of theſe Princes have 
made ſoill a Uſe of your Complaiſance, we are 
not certain but ſome future one may be leis 
ſcrupulous”; therefore I fay again, let there be 
no more Meetings of the Commons, — no more 
nominal Nepreſentatives _ the People 00 
more Elections! 

Sir Town, It is you are thovy now, Sir Briton; 
but if Paſſion would give Reaſon leave to ope- 
rate, you would conſider that a Houſe of 
Commons is neceiſary, abſolutely neceſſary, if it 
were only to bring in ſuch Bills as are beneath 
the Dignity of a — — Head to N the 
firſt Notice ol. | 
Sir Town.” Pray what are thoſe, ifs In never 
knew a Crown'd-Head thought it beneath his 
Dignity to demand any thing of the People, he 
imagined he had occafion for 2 Sir 


(13) 
Sir Town. But there are ſome Sir, he cannot | 
,offibly think of, yet mult be paſſed,—for 
Example, mending the High |Roads.—— 
Sir Brit. Ol the Common Turnpikes 
would give him Information, and he cou 
but order his giving FRE r them, — 
What more? ns ads 
Sir Town, A great many, Sir Briton, — 
as Bills of Divorce. moot Points in — 
concerning controverted Births, the Boundaries 
of Eſtates, and Impeachments | wok High 
Treaſon. bel 4 | 
Sir Brit. And pray might not the two For. 
mer be determined by the Biſhops and Judges, 
in their reſpective Juriſdictions? and as for the 
latter, I ſhould think Murray's Evidence 
might as well become, and be as well received 
before» the Bar of the Ola Bailey, as before 
yours? — I ſhould have been much better 
Pleaſed, to have heard you fay there was a Ne- 
celſity for the ſitting of a Houſe of Commons 
to conſult Ways and Means for paying off the 
heavy © Debts, with which the Nation is bur- 
then'd: ——enquire into the true Motives that 
have occafioned ſuch repeated Demands for 
Supplies, and to what Uſes thoſe enormous: 
 Surns you have granted have been appropriat- 
ed. examine the Accounts of the nume- 
rons great Offices, and oblige the Heads of them 
to lay before you an exact Eſtimate of all 
the Money paſſed through their Hands. — 
Sir Town.- Lord, Sir Briton,” it would n not 
have been Well taken, and fhewn a Want of: 
Confidence. 8 E St CS CLUTTER INTE 


Sic 
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Sir Brit. Not well taken Sir} who ſhould 
take it ill? not his Majeſty I am certain: He 
is tao excellent a Prince, and too worthy of 
the Crown he wears, to reſent any thing for 
the Intereſt of a People, whoſe Properties he 


bas taken upon him to protect. If ſuch 


Enquiries could have been diſobliging to any 
ene, it muſt be to ſome Miniſter, whoſe only 
Qualification for the Poſt he enjoys, is his 
Skill in Numbers, and might not chuſe indeed 
to have his Province invaded. But Sir Ton!, 


you interrupted me before I had half gone 


through halt the Liſt of thoſe Things I might 
have expected you would urge to prove the 
Neceſſity of a Houſe of Commons, —limit- 


ing the Number of Placemen, or what would 
be ſtill better, turning them all out, ſome very 


few! excepted ;—reſtoring the Act for calling 
Triennial Parliaments. at [leaſt ;—ſtrengthning 


and amending the At againſt Corruption, ſo 


that neither the Elected nor Electors ſhould 
find any Hole to creep through; — putting a 
Stop to the Progreſs of the Civil Liſt, at leaſt, 
not adding to it by the Payment of any Debts 
contracted on that Score; and in fine, as you 
are the Repreſentatives of the People, acquaint- 
ed with all their Grievances, and entruſted with 
their Liberties, Privileges and Properties, to do all 


in your Power for their Eaſe and Protection. 


Sir Town. Alas! Sir Briton, we had not 
Time for ſuch Things. boils 
Sit Brit. You have been, I confeſs, pretty 


| much engroſſed, —but how, F pray ? — have 
told you what Ithink, you gt to have done, 


(15) 
nc if you Pleaſe let me know hat peu 


have done. 

- Sir Tocon. Done Sir 1==—For that matter wu 
have done enough of all conſcience -I dare 
challenge the Annals of any Parliament ſince 
the Conqueſt to produce the Inſtances this can 
of a truly publick Spirit. — RS 


Sir Brit. nr ſhould be glad to — 
| that | 
Sir Town, Sir, you weed not ſeek much 0 
find it———lt-ſhines like the Sun in every 
Part, chearing the Heart of every Friend in 
England, and ftriking Terror into all her Ene 


mies I am ſorry, very ſorry you ſhould be ſo: 


dim-ſighted as not to diſtinguiſh itt. 
Sir Brit. A little of your Opthalmic is be 
requiſite on this Occaſion, --—— 


Sir Town. Can you deny that we are not — 
induſtriouſly aſſiduous with our Jays and Means 
as to prevent all the Deſires of the Govern- 
ment ?— Did not we grant Supplies even before 
they were demanded? and leſt thoſe Supplies 
ſhould be found deficient, was not every Seſſions 
cloſed with a Vote of Credit ? Which Supplies, 
and which Vote of Credit it was that enabled 
his Majeſty to protect his German Dominions, | 
ind afſiſt the brave Queen of © Hungary in al! 
her Schemes, and forced her Huſband into the 
Imperial Throne in the Deſpite of almoſt all the 
Germanic Body.——l it not by the Zeal, Una- 
nimity, and Prudence of a wel- diſpoſed Houſe 
of Britiſb Commons, ſhe is at 'prefent in 2 
Condition to maul the French and Spani ard, 
way he War out of Italy, and maintain the 

1 the 


( 16 ) | 
the Balance of Power in Europe?—— And what 
is more yet, but that's a Secret, it was by the 
wiſe Diſtribution of | Eng/r/Þ Gold among ſome 
of the leading Burgomaſters, that the United 
Provinces: were prevailed upon at laſt to know 
their own Intereſt, and ſubmit to a Stadt- 
holder—But now I think on 7 am, bring my 
Orange- coloured Suit of Cloths—1 muſt ſhew 
it you Sir Briton, I ain ſure you'll be in love 
with it — Tis the ſweeteſt fancied Thin 8, and 
looks ſo loyal and ſo genteel.- 
Sir Brit. By no means Sir Tewnhy = beg 
you'll ſpare Jom that Labour Jam but 
an ill judge of Die Beſides, you juſt 
now — me of Dim- ſightedneſs; and I am 
told Orange is the worſt Colour in the World 
for the Eyes ————[.ct us return if you pleaſe 
to the Matter in queſtion ] have liſtned 
very attentively to all you have been ſaying, and 
acknowledge the greateſt Part of it to be true 
Nothing is more evident than that without this 
extraordinary Zeal and Alacrity of a Britiſb Par- 
liament, the Ambition of the Empreſs Quęen 
could not have been gratify d, nor the Imperial 
Crown entail'd, as it now ſeems to be on the 
Houſe of Austria It is the Sums ſo 
chearfully raiſed by you that bribed one Part of 
the EleQors, an terrified the other into Com- 
pliance with the Views of that Princeſs, and ſub- 
mitted them to oαãn a Head they had many 
Reaſons to wiſh ſhould never have - become 
ſo—-HIt is. alſo by this that Troops have 
been raiſed for her where-ever they — be 
enn, and even thoſe ſhe was able to bring 
into 
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into tlic Field herſelf, have been conſtantly paid 
by you for fighting the Quarrel of their Mi- 
ſtreſs; Nay, 1 have heard it credibly reported, 
that much more has been ſent to her for that 
putpoſe than would have ſubſiſted twice the, 
Number of Forces that have ever yet appeare( 
under her Banner - As to what yourens 
tion concerning the Affair of Holland, I know 
nothing of it, and ſhall ſuſpend my Judgment 
till future Events produce: 1 Information 
[ agree,” however, upon the Whole, that vou 
have done Wonders on one Side of the Que- 
tion but the Natter! is, what have you done 
on the other? How are the People of 
Greatl- Britain denten by all this? or how are 
they ever like to be gratify d for all the Expence 
of Blood and Treafure laviſh'd on this German 
War ?— Will aggrandizing the Queen of 
Hungary make any Attonement for the Calami- 
ties the Nation his ſuſtained on her Account, 
particularly - for the Opportunity which the 
lending our Army abroad gave 0 the late for- 
midable Rebellion to ſpread itſelf even into the 
Heart of the Kingdom? Will it reſtore the 
Lives of a great Number of our Fellow- Sub me 
or the Fortunes of yet more? and what 18 it)? 
more to be ' regretted, will it make us any 4 
mends for the little Care that has been taken bf 
redreſſing our Grizvances, repealing ſuch Laws- 
as may be thought oppreſſive, and enacting” 0. 
thers for the better Security of our Privileges? 8 
Will it enable us to diſcharge National Debts 
particular Perſons to ſatisfy their Credit? > 
Will it return” the honeſt Tradeſman to the 
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he has been obliged to quit? or will it 
* us as many Vears Relaxation from Taxes 
as will ſerve to reimburſe us, for thoſe have 
been laid upon us for her Service) 
Sir Town. Hold, hold, Sir Briton, all the 
Money has not gone that Way: Every Sum 
that has been raiſed muſt not be charged on the 
Empress Queen. 

Sir Brit. I cant tell that, but am pretty cer- 
tain it was raiſed on one Score, and paſſed 
through one Canal, be it ed afterward in 

what manner derer. 
Sir Town. Sir, would you allow nothing for 
| Secret Service, toe the Expences of Impeach 
ments, and maintaining Evidences ? 
Sir Brit. Look ye, Sir, I am againſt no- 
thing that is neceſſary, or cuſtomary for Parlia- 
ments to grant; but as for ſupporting a Pack of 
Raſcals who turn Informers, and abuſe the Na- 
tion perhaps meerly for Bread; nd Roe; if Thad 
= feeding them it ſhould coſt e. 
Sir — O, Sir Briton, when once a Man 
* * his Evidence in behalf of the Crown, he 
becomes Part of the Retinue of the Crown; and 
as ſuch muſt be handſomely ſupported — 
Tis true, they are as much deſpiſed by thoſe 
who reap the Benefit of their *. nh Ap or 
hated 44 thoſe who ſuffer by it ; but yet ſuch 
Fellows muſt be encouraged, elſe how ſbould a 
Government be able to make Diſcovery of any 
Plots, Cabals, and treaſonable Practices. I will 
be bold to ſay, Evidence Murray has done us 
as much good by revealing our ſecret Enemies, 
li as 2 any General ever 2 by —— our 
[ - * c ones. Sir 
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Sir Brit. I fancy too you are _— in 
debted to — Ls of his Family for the 
fame purpoſe, 
_ Sir — Aye, we are fo but take Care an 
to mention it They muſt be kept in Petto 

t awhile-—I wonder who could tell you. 

Sir Brit. To deal freely, No-body; but I 
imagined it from what I hear of the Difference 
between their paſt and preſent way of living, 
and find now that I have not been deceived in 
my Conjecture— But all this is nothing to my 
Purpoſe—That heavy Taxes have been laid, and 
vaſt Sums raiſed, every Engl:/hman knows; to 
what Uſes they have been applied few Eng li/he 
nen 1 believe know, or are like to do ſo— 
That the late Parliament has had little Regard: 
to the Intereſt of the Nation is eaſy to be ſeen ; 
whether the next will have any more, is hard 
to foretel; but if the Motive of its Diflolution * 
Year before the Time, and the ſudden calling 
of a new one be what I am apt to think it is, a 
pretty good Gueſs may be formed of what may 
be looked for from it. 

Sir Town. Pray, Sir Briton, what Motive may 
you think it? | 

Sir Brit. Truely, Sir, no other chan to bart 
the ſame choſe again, and ſo prolong the Rleſſ- 
ing to us for thirteen inſtead of ſeven Years. 
Sir Town, A wild Imagination! — Some of 
us may perhaps be choſe again, but not all 
Not all I can aſſure you, dir Briton. 

Sir Brit. When I faid the fame, Sir Townly, 
I did not mean that every individual Perſon 
would retain his Seat ; but that much the greater 
- a Part 
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Part would do ſo, whom I believe I could 
name Some will doubtleſs be thrown out if 
poſſible, and the Houſe garbled, as the Phraſe 
among you is, not becauſe the Court is not cer- 
tain of carrying its Point in ſpite of them, but 
to deprive them of the Opportunity of making 
thoſe Remarks on the Conduct of Affairs, which 
the Privilege of Parliament —__ but would 
not be ſafe elſewhere. + 

Sir Town. Theſe are ſevere Confirudtions, Si 
Pens but, ſuppoſing them to be juſt, whoſe 
Fault is it If the People are ſo ill ſatisfied 
with us who have ſat in this 9 as 
you ſeem to intimate, they are at their Liberty 
to chuſe other. We cannot force ourſelyes up- 
on them. 

Sir Brit. I don't know hint other Naw: to 
give it, When this ſudden diſſolving one Parlia- 
ment, and as ſudden calling another, leaves no 
Gentleman the Opportunity of making any Op- 
poſition againſt thoſe who were in the laſt, or 
even for offering his Service to his Country. 

Sir Town. Yes, yes, dir, ſeveral have ſet up 
and been rejected. 

Sir Brit. A State Artifice ! 2 Much of a 
Piece with your ſham Diviſions, Arguments and 
Debates, which it requires a very little Share 
of Penetration to ſee through—Some have in- 
deed been nominated, but it is without any Ex- 
pectation, or even Deſire of being elected, and 
only to gloſs over the real Deſign of the Mini- 
ſtry. But I perceive, Sir Tronly, you are 
grown a-thorough-paced Courtier, and are re- 
ſolved to vindicate ery 2 be it right or 
e WTong, 
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wrong, ſo that it is altogether in vain to offer 


any further Objections to what has been done.-- 


I ſhall therefore now only take that Liberty, to 
which I think our long Acquaiptance and Friend- 
ſhip may entitle me, in appealing to your own 
Heart, and conjuring you to anſwer me from 
thence, if you really think we are that happy 


Nation which ſome among us, and even your- | 


ſelf would perſuade us we are? Of 

Sir Town, Indeed, Sir Briton, any one would 
think we feem to be ſo at preſent.  —_ 
Sir Brit. Seem ! I have ſeen a Perſon after a 


long Sickneſs ſeem more full of Spirits juſt before 


his Departure, than he enjoyed while in Health: 


Nature, ſenſible ſhe is going to be diſſolvd, col- 


lects all her Force, and gives that ſudden Flath 
which is the moſt dangerous Sympton of all, and 
is called a Lightning before Death—Juſt ſo it is 
with the Conſtitution— The very Vitals of Li- 


berty is exhauſted, and the real Eſſence gone; 


a falſe Fire ſupplies its Place for a time, but 


will ſoon co-operate, and leave the boaſted Fa- 


bric among the many Things that once vere, 
but are no more Let me then prevail with 
you to reflect with a little more Solidity than 
you perhaps have hitherto allow'd yourſelf on the 


preſent real Situation of our Affairs: Strip the 


Proſpect of its glittering Varniſh— View its 
naked Poverty with an impartial Eye, and be- 
hold the yet worſe Horrors that hang impend- 
ing over it, and juſt ready to fall upon our Heads. 
—- Weigh in the Balance of Truth and Reaſon 
what has been already done, in order to reduce 


us to a Condition beneath that of the moſt con- 
To Fant | temptible 
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temptible of our Neighbours, and how near v 
are to yield our Necks unheeding to the Yoke, 
which has been a long time preparing Tis 
certain the Miſchief is not yet compleated, and 
it lies in the Power of a truly Britiſb Parliament, 
and ſuch a one alone to diſappoint all Meaſures 
taken for that Purpoſe——Think, therefore, 
that if the fame Members who compoſed the 
laſt ſhould be re- elected, and they continue for 
even Nars to come, to behave with the fame 
Compliance they have teſtify'd for the fx Years 
paſt—lf every Seſſions ſnould bring on new Ad- 

ditions to the Civil Liſt—If freſh Alliances, freſh | 
: gements ſhould be enter'd into, equally ex- 
penſive with thoſe we have already made 
And, to crown all, the Bill for general Natura- 
lization ſhould paſs into a Law, what muſt be- 
come of the unhappy Natives of Great-Britain? 
— Would not the New Engliſhmen raviſh all 
Trade, all Commerce, all Encouragement from 
the Old ?--We ſee already by the few permitted 
as an Act of Favour to reſide among us, a 
Pattern of thoſe Encroachments we muſt ex- 
pect, when Numbers ſhould arrive with equal 
Privileges with ourſelves,—nor would Gen- 
tlemea of Eſtates fair better than the Handy- 
craft. we pay the Government near one 
Quarter of our annual Rent, by the Tax on 
Land; and other occaſional Impoſts, joined 
with the Dearneſs of all forts of Commodities 
may well be judged at another Quarter Part ; 
and if to this we add the frequent and un- 

Da 4 5 | avoidable 
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avoidable Failures of our Tenants, through the 
Calamities of the Times, we may be faid to 
enjoy in reality not above the Fifth of what we 
are worth; and the leaſt Augmentation of our 
preſent Preflures, mult infallibly oblige many 
ofzus, the greateſt Part ] fear, to ſell ; 2 it ſo, 
who beſides thoſe new Comers will be: enabled to 
purchaſe, Sure no Gentleman can be mean 
ſpirited enough to ſubmit to this, and it muſt 
be wholly owing to want of due Reflection, 
that this Bill was not kicked out of the Houſe 
with the e PHE it merited, the Moment 
it was mentioned, . 

Sir Town. We are not certain Sir Briton, 
that ſuch Conſequences would ever enſue ; but 
if they ſhould it could not be ſoon, things i in 
all Probability will continue as they are for our 
Time at leaſt, and every one loves to' make 
himſelf as eaſy as he can while he lives; for my 
own Part I have a mortal Averſion to Hurry 
and Buſtle, except it be on the Score of Plea- 
ſure, and while I can enjoy that Bleſſing in ſo 
many various Shapes, ' ſhould think myſelf very 
unwiſe to diſturb my Mind with Cares for 
what may never come to paſs, or as I ſaid be- 
fore, I may never live to fee. 

Sir Brit. You may be deceived even in this, 
Ruin may come more ſwiftly paced than 
you, and many others of your Temper ex- 
pect; but were you perfectly aflured of be- 
ing Tenant for Life to your Eſtate, could you 
content yourſelf with that! have you no re- 
gard of Poſterity ? 


Sir 
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Fr Town. not enough to oblige me to render 
my own Life uneaſy, for ſecuring the Happi-/ 
' 288 neſs of theirs.——1 tell you Sir Briton, 
"= Lam determined not to make myſelf obnox- 
0 = ions to the Government, by oppoſing any of 
FE its Meaſures on any Conſideration whatſoever,” 
Sir Brit. Amazing! ſuppoſe you 
Conſtituents were e RAY with N aw? of 
thigking7::. | 5 ie 
. Town. 3 may tell thewai if you pleaſe 
am ſure of my Election. 
3 it Brit. Miſerable .Infatuation! unparalled 
in any Age or People! well Iam forry to find! 
you ſo incorrigible for your oπ¼¹n Sake as well 
as that of the Country; but you muſt excuſe 
me if I give ſo much Preference to the latter, 
as not to be able any longer to rank Sir T 
Careleſs, among the Number of thoſe for whom! 
T retain the leaſt Spark of Love ag, Eſteem, . 
| _- and ſo Sir, your Servant... 1,9 
on - Town. Yours, obſtinate Sir Briton Old- 
3 made; with the ſame Degree of Reſpect. — 
I . Come = corre dreſs ande wait 1 mp 
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